ALL SAINTS COLESHILL VILLAGE NEWSLETTER No, 26,

The Rector's Let't er April 1968

M/ Dear Friends,

[t is worth while remembering that Lent stens only fromEaster
and we nust understand its neaning first. Saster is the great Festival
when new life was given to the world and the occasion in the early
Chur ch when new nenbers were admtted by Bapti sm Perhaps we ought to
think in ternms of a Parish Baptismon Easter Eve when the children can
literally be received "into the Congregation of Christ's flock", and we,
as that congregation, are all present to take part and do the receiving
and welcoming.

The followng story is helpful, I think, and revealing: a snall
girl suffering painful treatnent for a severe physical handi cap was con-
sol ed by her nother - "We will ask Jesus to help you bear it when we
talk to Hm tonight". The rebuke was immediate: "Mummy, | can't wait.
Do it now", Children are naturally existentialists., They live in the
here and now and the Curistian faith is only of interest to themif it
can be shown to be of practical relevance to their daily lives. That
is one of our jobs.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Canpbell,

The Bishop's Letter

My Dear Friends,

This is a nonth in which nany Confirmations take place. Wiat
happens to our younger candidates after they are confirned? The answer
is quite clear and it can be put nmost plainly in figures. The nunber
of confirned menbers of the Church of England is about nine mllion;
the nunber of conmunicants at Easter is alittle over two mllion, and
sone Of these communicate only once or twice a year. Less than a quar-
ter of those confirned beconme steady practising and active nenbers of
the Church in later life. Every parish priest knows the bitter disapp-
oi ntnent of. seeing young confirned peopl e who just give up altogether
soon after confirmation. There is no one conplete answer to this prob-
~lem which is now occupyi ng the mnds of nmany responsibl e people in the
Church. | want to suggest, however, that there is one factor in the
situation to which we can all contribute.

Young peopl e are very sensitive to atnosphere. They know at once
if their presence is not welcone or if the attitude of others towards
themis distant or cold or suspicious. They want, (like all of us, only



it matters nore when you are young) to be wanted and not rejected.
Wen they are confirmed they are bold that they are now coning into
the full life of the Church as responsibl e members of it. Sometines
they find that there is very little to give thema sense of wel come
or of belonging -or of having any real place in the "famly of Christ”
into which they have now fully cone. Perhaps we ought to ask nore
often not only whether the. confirmation candidates are worthyto
cone into the congregation, but also whether the congregation, by
the quality of its corporate life, is worthy to have new nenbers.

Every congregati on ought to have an annual review of what is
happening to its young people. It is not so much a question of what
it is doing for them it is nore a matter of howit is bringing them
into its Llife, what it is giving themto do, howit is inviting them
to take re3pons1b111ty. | do not say that this woul d achi eve surpri-
sing results, but whatever its results, it is sonething we ought to
ook for as Christ's people, as the fellowship of the Holy Soirit,
whose gift is love. Is this what our younger nenbers find us to be?

To bring young people nore fully into the life of the Church may
nmean sone self-sacrifice on the part of the ol der nenbers. There are
offices to be held and jobs to be done and sonetines those who have
been doing particular things in the parish for along time go on.
cMnging to themwithout asking the question whether it is not tine
tolet another take a turn, Souwetires, but not always, the answer
is that there is no-one at present tc take on this particular office
or piece of work. But sonetines the answer woul d be that a younger
man or wonan is available to take on this work and could do it well,
Wen this is so, let us see that the youn_er people are given the
opportunity. If the young adol escents see that men and wonen in their
twenties and thirties are taking an active and responsible part in
parish life, it wll encourage theato grow up and grow into active .
menber shi p t hensel ves.

| sonetimes tell the candidates ap Conflmations that they wll
find a real famly spirit in Church Life. | sincerely believe that
such a spirit has been growng in many of our parishes and | rejoice
to see it. But perhaps we have not yet thought through all its
practical implications, Alittle corporate self-examnation An this
point in Lent mght be a useful operation. -

Your sincere friend and Bishop,
Harry Oxon,



SERVICES

Services for Good Friday and Easter are shewn on the back page.

There wll be a Confirmation Service at . Mary's by the Bishop
of Bucki nghamat 6p.m on Sunday, 3lst March when, wth others, Sarah
Pusey and ¥endy Weller Wl be confirmed. :

" EASTER FLOWERS

The Church will be decorated for Easter on Saturday, 13th April
beginning at 10a.m when the hel p of as many vol unteers as possible wll
be appreciated, Howers and greenery should be brought to the Church
by 9.30am that day if possible. Those who prefer to give a small
donation are asked to let Mss Boston or Mss Willians know a week pre-
viously so that the appropriate order can be placed. As arumlilies
are so expensive, they wll only be ordered by special request.

Hower Rota for the rest of April:
April 21 Mss Boston April 28 Ms. Waite

THE NEW HAY COWUN ON_SERV CGE

A special service at which the new experinmental Service of Holy
Conmunion Was used was held at . Mary's on Wednesday 21st February
for a congregation conposed largely of the comnittees of S. Mary's
and Al Saints, leshill.

At their neeting on Monday, April 8th, the Parochial Church Gouncil
wll decide on its use or otherwi se in the Parish.

PRCPCEED DV SION OF THE D OCESE

At their neeting on Saturday, March 2nd the Amershan Ruri-decanal
Conf erence voted overwhel mngly for the implementation of the recomren-
dation - put forward unani nously by the Archbishop's Cormm ssion on the
re-organi sation by dioceses in London and the South East - that the
Di ocese of xford be split into three D oceses, those of Oxfordshire,
Berkshire and Buckinghanshire.

REPCRT CF THE P.C.C. FCR THE YEAR 1967/8 (abri dged)

Wien the last annual report was presented, it was hoped that an
early date mght be fixed for the dedication of the Drake Menorial Cha-
pel . The Chapel was, in fact, dedicated by the Bishop of ford on 18th
April 1967 at a private service attended by 18 nmenbers of the Drake famly

At the Parish Church, the year has seen continuing work on the res-
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- the organ itself being out >f commission for any weeks.

It is, unfortunately, Not possible to report any real progress in
the patter Of the transfer of the Winchmore Hill Mission Church, though
the Council hopes for some sign of the unravelling of this complicated
legal tangle before nuch further tine has elapsed.

During the year, representatives of the Council, as Trustees of
St. Michael's Trust have hal a number of discussions with nembers of
St. iichael’s P.C.C. conceraing a possible variation of the Trust to
broaden its terns, ‘

“hile the accounts of 3t, kary's and All Saints show a not unsat-
isfactory position for the year, it cannot be overlooked that the sharp
increase in the Diocesan quata has placed a real burden on the Churches,
Criticisn Of the manner in which the increase had been introduced was
voiced a meetings of the Ruri-decanal Conference, where it was found
that the views expressed by Anershan's representatives were shared by
those from other parishes.

A:»H WiD{EeDY 1968

| was gl ad to find myself w:thin ny own parish this year on this
day and even nore so afterwards.

The programme introducing Jo an Stuart Anderson and his rendering
of stories fromthe B ble gave ir lication of an unusual formof narking
the close of the day and nmuch appreciation IS due to those instrumental
in bringing this- monodrama to the Parish Church of S. Mary.

S ncerity through simplicityin foru, nmovenent, declamation and
setting, on platformand wthin the Church itself was the keynote throu-
out; no fussiness in seating, 1i, +ingnor unnecessary words of intro-
ducti on.

The setting, costume and clear uncluttered speaking brought the
stories c¢ompellingly before one; movement was slight but definite and
nost effective as was that of the hands when they were used. For ne,
the first part of the prograume was the nmore outstanding if comparison
may be drawn. | liked the. costune and indeed the content better. But
t hroughout the well-filled Shurch, the concentration of the whol e,
including the two snall boys seat ed in the ai sle, gave eV| dence of the
value felt for these interpretations.

The ability of one nan to hold his audience thus was clear and one
felt sorry not to express appracition in the usual way and, of course,.
the only way an audience can. ieybe evidence of this was felt wthout

sound or sign. W sincerely hope so and would thank r, Canpbell for

nalun th| S prﬁsent ation o:s:Lble and for including the parish of
Coleshill in'the congregal lm. H C McL,



CURACY

Several potential curates have been to visit Coleshill but no
immediate appointment is envisaged.

VWOMEN'S DAY OF PRAYER

The collection a the Coleshill service, held in the Baptist Chapel
on March 1st, in connection with the Women's Day of Prayer, amounted to
£6. 9. 3d, and is to be used to help the distribution of the Scriptures
and Christian Literature throughout the world and to further the work
of the Women's Day of Prayer.

- MR, CYRIL SAUNDERS

We are sorry that Mr.Saunders has had to return to hospital for a
further operation. He can be assured of our prayers and good wishes.

THANKS

The babi es of Magila Hospital send nmany thanks both to those who
have so generously kept the Coleshill blanket factory in production and
to those who gave Green Shield Stanps, fromthe proceeds of which baby
scal es were bought .

SCHOO. VA ST DR VE

The annual Wi st Drive held at Gol eshill School on March 6th was
very successf ul and the two first prizes were won by Ms. L.w.Zarker and
Ms. “.A.Laurence, playing as a gentleman. M. JimWare was the MC
for a very enj oyabl e eveni ng whi ch resul ted in a profit of £17.14.64d,
for the school funds

BRIDGE DR VE

The (oleshill Millage Hill Commttee is pleased to announce that
Ms. Tytherleigh, who has considerabl e experience with functions of this
nature, has consented to act as M.C. at the Bridge Drive on April 19th.
The sane pairs Wil remain in partnership throughout the evening and will
meet other pairs in nuch the same fashion as at Whist Drives.

VILLAGE HALL A,.G.M,

The Commttee invites all %eopl e who use the hall, however occa-
sionally, to attend the Annual “Yeneral Meeting to be held in the hall
at 8,15p.m, ONn Wednesday, April 17th.

“Tickets for the Bridge Drive can be obtained fromiirs, Browne, Ms.
Ovington or any nexber of the Committee.



As previously announcad, by kind invitation of Mr. & Mrs,Raynond
Pusey, the Church Fete this year will be held at Little Bowers, Magpie
Lane, on Saturday, June 8th.

A neeting will be heli at Orchard House, Coleshill at 8p.n. on
Thursday, March 28th and aayone who is willing to assist will be wel--
cone .

EASTER 1GGS

In the nedieval churca, eggs played a great part in the Easter
celebrations. Forbidden during Lent as part of the fast, they were
synbolic of feasting and joy on Easter Sunday. They were coloured by
boiling with gorse or beetroot and sometimes were wrapped in fern ‘
frond during boiling to give a mottled effect on the shell. Later,
these gaily coloured eggs vere blessed in Church and distributed to
the congregation for eatins or for Easter games.

These games included such pastimes as eggrolling, when the people,
with their clergy, went to a local hillside where they tried to roll
the eggs unbroken through rickets a the foot of the Sope.

In Lancashire, at the preseut dey, groups of boys called pace (or
pasch) tour certain districts begjing for eggs before performing an
Easter play. They recite i rhyre which promises the ungenerous that
"your hens shall all lay addled e3;zs and your cocks shall lay a stone"

It is interesting to ’ind in =n old copy of the Amershan Parish
Magazine that some fifty years =zgo, the children of All Saints Sunday
School collected eggs at E ister and sent 480 to an Aylesbury hospital.

COLESHILL SCHOL\R3 70 VISIT R.0.S.P.h. HOUSE LAY

4

The children of classses 1 and 2 will visit the headquarters of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of iccidents on Wednesday, May 29th
and afterwards go to the Victoria and. Albert Museum where they will
have a conducted tour of tae costume court section.

MM THZ CHURCE RIGISTER

Mary Morris of Winchmore Hill, wholived for nany years in
Ml eshill, died on January 14th. The service was held at S. Mary's.
: - RuI .P. ) )
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SERVICES
ALL SAINTS, COLESHILL " THE PARISH CHURCH OP ST, MALY,
, AMERSHAM
"Every Sunday:
6.00a.n., Holy Comnunion
10,00g, 0. Children's Service
6.00p.n. Evensong

1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays:

Every Sunday:
9.00a.n. Parish Conmunion
10,00a.n. Sunday School
2Nd &% i o laeys -
' 6.00p.n. Evensong
‘Good Friday:

11.00a.n. Ante-Communion, Litany 11.00a.n. Sung Eucharist
Easter Day and prayers 2nd & 4th Sunda}@
e . . 11.00a,m. Mattins
9.00a.n. Parish Comnunion vood Frid
10.002.n. Sunday Schoor i ,
6.0 .r : Bvenson AFOO0a.n. “Ante-Connunion
-00p.n. & ong 2,00 - 3.00p.n. Service of TCevotion
8.00p.n. Recital of Music
Easter Day

8.00a.n0, Holy Conmunion
|O0.00a.n. Children's Church
11.00a,n. Holy Conmunion
. 6.00p.n. Evensong -
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Mon. Mch 25 Mothers Union Lady Day Service, St. George's 3p.n.
Thurs 28 Mobile Library Ven, Coleshill
Committee - Church Pete

Sun 3l Confirnation Service, St. Mary's 6p.n.

Tue Apr 2 Sisterhood, Mrs. Spooner

Thurs 11 Mobile Library Van, Coleshill

. WeI. Mrs. Price Hill, "Three Queens'
Good Friday: Recital by Harewood Singers, St.Mary's 7.30p.m.Bach,Br%hms
Sun Apr 14 EASTER DAY ete.

Tue 16 Sisterhood, Open Meeting arranged by Mrs. Chambers
Wed 17 Annual  eneral Meetinz, Village Hall

Thurs 18 Mothers Union, Coleshill. ¥rs, Harvey

Fri. 19 Bridge Drive

‘Thurs 25 Mobile Library Van, Coleshill
Tues 30 Sisterhood, Talk and film. Mrs. Newberry FOX
SAT MiRCH 3C Anmershan & Cheshan Bois Choral Society Concert, Dr. Challo-

ner's Granmnar School Hall, 7.30p.n. "Carmina Burana" - Orff
Thurs May 2 Vellore Concert,Royal Albert Hall - Details in Church Porch

Ted 8 Mothers Union, Overseas neeting, Aylesbury.
Sat June 8 CHURCH FETE
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