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_Decenber 1973
THE RECTOR'S LETTER

My dear Friends,

How very wel come Christmas is. A trenmendous bright |ight of happiness
in the mddl e of so mich darkness, grased, selfishness and envy. This year
particularly we ought to wel cone the great festival with all we can contribute
to i%s joy. We remenber the Angel's words " behold I bring you tidings of great
joy which shall be to all people".

That neans each of us - you and l.
| hope everyone of you wi |l come and worship the Child Jesus on Christnas
Day. Renenber we cone to church to give not to get, and as we give our worship
and adoration so we bring others to know the great glft of |ove which God gave
the world on this great occasion. , .
Yours sincerely,

Al'lan Canpbel |

DEDICATIONS AT ALL SAINTS'

) Suhday, 25th November, before the Service of Holy Communion, the Rector
dedi cated two very beautlful and useful additions to the Chur ch. :

In hIS |ntroduct ory remarks, the Rector said it had been a Iaudable custom
of the Christian Church for worshippers to give gifts of beauty and useful ness
to the Church in thankfulness, gratitude and renenbrance of occasions or people
intheir lives. These gifts are held in trust by the Church and beautify and
enrich our worship.

He then dedicated the new Sanctuary paving in nemory of Miriel Margaret
Malyan and two beautifully carved oak Communicants' Kneeling Stool s in rrermry
of Agnes Mary A linson. - _

It was a happy occasi on when we wel coned MSs Malyan's cousin. Ms. Harvey.

and MsSs Allinson's two sisters who had journeyed from Windsor. They were
welcomed: and thanked by the Rector.

crrIsTUAS SERVICES ' o

Christmas Eve. 11.30 pem.  Holy Communion at St. Mary's

Christmas Day. 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Mary's
' 9.00 a.m. Family Communion at All Saints'

10.00 am. = Carol Service at St. Mary's



.THE CHURCH COMMISSIONERS .. ... ...

A leafl et describing some things they do

Pastoral reorganisation. ‘

The rather forbidding term "pastoral organisation" neans sinply the
admnistrative arcas into which the Church of England is divided. These consist
at present of 2 provinces, 43 dlooeSCSlO? arohdeaoonrleS, 750 rural deaneries
and 14,000 parishes. " . . - ete e e

Until the 18th Century, whi | e movenent wag restricted to wal ki ng or u5|ng
horses, the ordinary church-goer's horizon Was, linmited to his own parish church. .
But with the Industrial Revol ution in the 19th Century, and the coming of railways,
motor—-cars and notor-buses, cities began to grow, villages became towns; and the
popul ation shifted, It is still shifting but nowadays at a much faster.pace.

It is obvious, therefore, that with the years the areas of division have
needed to be altered, nost frequently by amalgamation of parishes. Because the
Church of England is "the' Established Church" legal processes are necessary and
ensure that all concerned are consulted on any such alterations5 this is provided
for in the Pastoral Measure, which took the place of earlier legislation on
1 April 1969.

The Conm ssi oners do not |n|t|ate proposal s for these changes. This is
done locally by the diocese. But the Conm ssioners have the task of putting
the proposals into legal formand, if anyone objects, of investigating the
matter and deci di ng whether the proposals as they stand should go forward to be
confirmed by Her Majesty in Council. To do this with understending. sone of the
Commissioners, clergy and laity, and their staff may visit thee prrishes tosee -
the situation for themsel ves and. to. discuss the proposals with those who are
unhappy about them... ;

The various stages in the process may appear to be el aborate. But this
is deliberate because insufficient consultation and hasty decision-making nay
cause |0ng standlng resentment and |njury to the Church and its work, '

It may be Of interest that in.the Tast four years ;ome 1,050 ‘matters of
pastoral reorganisation have been conpleted

Redundant. churches.

- A nunber of churches are no Ionger reqU|red for morshlp and become - :
rcdundant. The future of every such church is of vital interest and |nportance
not only to Church people, and the Commissioners are responsible for making
the ‘rina1 decision between putting the building to a suitable new use, trans-
ferring it for ,reservation tO the Redundant Churches Fund, which reccives grants
for the purpose fron1the Commi ssioners and the Government, or demolitlonk

A large proportion of the Church of Bnglend's 17,000 places of worship
are interesting historically or architecturally. The Commissioners -are-advieed .
on the historic and architectural qualities of the building by an indepent body,
the Advisory Board for Redundant Churches. The Conmi ssioners makc proposals for
each redundant opypek and Must consider any representations which may be TOCGlVGd
from parishioners, Other interested parties or the generaly public

Snce 1 April 1969, 262 churches have been dselared redundant. So far
sui tabl e uses have been found for 69 of these, 22 have been transferred to the
Redundant Churches Fund and denolition has been authorised in 49 cases.
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Par sonage houses and Q ebe.

The Comm ssioners do not own parsonage houses but they are invol ved V\hen oI d
ones have to be sold or nodernised or new ones bought or built. During the year
to 31 March 1973, they approved 95 schenes for building new parsonsges. 693
alteration schemes, 53 purchases and 167 sales, after considering any objections
received.

Each rector and vicar ought to have a suitable house in which to |ive,
remenbering thet, as well as being his home it is a place in which he does nuch -
of his work. It needs to be neither too large nor too small, confortable and
| abour-saving. In 1953 dioceses estimated that sonme 4,000 hcuses were unsuitabl e.
Twenty years |ater the nunber of unsuitable houses was estimated to be 1,500 and
the Conm ssioners have |aunched a special schene to finance a programme of dealing
with these houses as an urgent natter. :

Land or other property given by past benefactors for the endovvrrent of a
"benefice" - that: is, the freehold office of a rector or vicar - is known as
"glebe". This is owned by, the rector or viecar, not by the Comnm ssioners, but
the Conm ssioners have a duty to consent before it can be sold or |eased. During
tho year to 31 March 1973, 414 sales and 65 | eases were completeds

Three Commttees of the Conm ssioners are responsible for carrying
out these dutiess the Pastoral Commttee, the Redundant Churches
Commttee and the Houses Coomttee. A considerable proportion of
the Commissioners! staff, both administrative and professional, IS
engaged on the day to- day work invol ved -

XX K K KX R OXKX K X ®

M LLAGE HALL

At a neeting of tho Village Hall. Committece on the 19th Novenber, it was
reported that on the recommendation of the Fire Service, a switch had been-fitted
to the battery systemwhich provided energency lighting to the notlces mar ked
"BXT |n the case of a breakdown of the main source of powver.

ALL USERS OF THE HALL ARE HEM NCED THAT THS SWTGH{ CLEARLY MARKED
NEXT TO THE SWTCH CONTROLLING THE HEATI NG SYSTEM MUST BE SWTGHD
ON TO ALLONTHE NOTI CES MARKED "BEXITS' TO BE | LLUM NATED DUR NG THE
HOURS 0? DARKNESS. .. : ~

~* The Committee received a splendid preliminery report fromthe sub-conmittee
considering the idca of. lining the roof to save heat and |ooked forward to a
final recommendation.

On account of the current situation as regards petrol, it was reluctantly
deci ded to postpone the Wist Drive which was to be held on the 5th Decenber.

GR STVAS PRESENT FOR MAGILA

Very many thanks for generous gifts to this fund. A cheque for £10 has
been posted to Sister Edith Frances and the pleasure at its receipt will certainly
be equalled by the children's delight. .

They will have an exciting Christmas.
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HOLY BAPTI SM

We wel cone all those newy baptised at-All Saints' into the fellowship
of Christ's Church. : : C

Cctober 20th | Neil Hector Harben Val entine
November 24th Thomas Patrick Panton

DEATH

‘Regretfully the death is reported of Alfred E. Williamson On the 25th
. Qctober. He was always ready to assist the Church's functions and deep
synpathy is extended to hIS wi dow and famly

NOTES FROM THE PAR SH OONG L .

Parishioners will have noticed that the outside of the Parish Room has
recently been repainted. What iS not SO obvious fromthe outside is that the
internal walls have also been painted, and. thanks to sone of the ladies of
the Village - the M sses Boston, Mrs. Qindley and Mrs. Stevens - there are now
sone bright curtains to make the Roomnore attractive. Thanks are also due to
M. Ncholls who put up the new curtain ralls with the help of M. Stevens,
wh @lso cleaned all t hp®intwork.. - '

Thi s has} been a recal community effort by Villagers to inprove the Village
Room and the Council would very much like to sec this Roomput to greater use.
with the installation of electric power points, morc adequate heating is possible.

Through the generosity of the Chiltern Society, to which the Parish Council
Is affiliated, several clunps of daffodil bulbs have been planted at suitable
points in the Village. These will make nost attractive splashes of colour
next Spring which we shall appreciatc.

HOME SAFETY

During the second half of Novenber a canpaign was conducted in Amersham
and Wycombe in conjunction with the |ocal Pharmaceutical Committece towards the
return to chemsts' shops of all unused and unwanted pills, capsules, tablets
and medicines. Coupled with this was a conpetition for school children to nake
up a slogan pointing out the danger of |eaving such nedicines |ying about.
There were a good many entries, several comng fromColeshill, and ten were
chosen as being worthy of a prize.

Od drugs are a potential danger to all - particularly young children.
Last year, 25000 patients under five were adnmitted to hospitals in England
and Wl es suffering fromthe effects of accidental poisoning, 25 of these died.

Elderly people are sometimes unsure which bottle of medicine has been
prescribed for what illness. There can be no danger from unused nedicines
whi ch have been destroyed.

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YQU NEVER KEEP QLD DRUGS LYI NG ABOUT: ESPECIALLY » -
” |F THERE ;a6 - CH LDREN OR BELDERLY PECPLE IN YOUR HCME. -

O(FAM ] ) )
Aner sham now has a permanent Oxfam shop located at 105 Sycamore Road.
If anyone has any salcable goods, could they please take themto the shop or

contact Ms. Richardson, Amersham 6670.
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"THE HOLLON CROWN ' oo e

The newy formed Col eshill Village Drama Goup (the successor of the WI.
Drama Goup) made its debut in the Coleshill Village Hall on the. evenings of
9th and 10th Novenber with an excellent production "The Hol | ow Crown™.

Large audi ences on both evenings witnessed s very varied unusual and amusing
programe of drema, mime, dancing snd "readings" fromthe witings of famous fol k
on episodes in the lives of sone of England's best-known Kings and Queens.

M ss Patsy Wright-Warren, the producer, 1S to be congratulated on a first
rate production which was particularly noteworthy for its slick timng, really
splendid costumes, clever staging which included a wonderful four foot crown
shown in the first and | ast scenes, and the sensitive acting of the performers,
set off by deli ghtful contenporary music and SONgs.

Wthout detracting in any way fromthe excellent performances of the other
actors, perhaps those stand out in the menory were 'The Ballad of Henry Il and
Queen Elcancr'(Dora Post), Henry VII's 'Secret Menorandumto Naples' (High Jones),
Mary Tudor's speech denouncing Sr Thomas wWyattis rebellion on her proposed
marriage to Philip of Spain (Daphne Farmer), the ageing Queen Elizabeth being
"inportuned with love" (Hizabeth Harvey), Fanny Burnecy bei ng questioned about
the Arts by George III (Rita Rann), Charlcs I's "Trial and Execution" and
Jir Belvedere in the Excalibur scene (Stephen Hichens), and Ann Chenevix~Trench
as young Victoria describing her Coronation.

I npressive also were the extromcl,y abl e perfor mances of Dean Jones and
Hugh Jones in their varied roies.

The children with their dances and mime Were natural and delightful and
gave the impression Of enjoying their parts as greatly as did thoir audi ences.

Cast: AN Chenevix-wrench, Daphne Farner, Elizabeth Harvey Helen Hichens.
- Stephen Hichens, Sandy Eutcheon, Denys Jones, Hugh Jones, Dora Pest.
Rit: Rann, Aleida Vince.

Childrens Carolive Bowler, Leon Brown, Eleen Davis, Susannah Davis,
Arna Hc:*:sbu.fgh»—?or’cery M chael Nicholls, David Ruffett,
Clomen® Schéfvelaar, Ber,. Smth, Colin Smith, Jane Swerling,
Melarnic Woller. _ . -

Stage lannger o- S7biT Bostone.

Wardrobe Mistress - Pal Fublow assisted by Crrol Easton.

Lighting - Engh Jones zssisted by boys from the Pembroke Schoole.
Sound Recording - Richand Farmor. -
The Drama Greap al so yish to thank all those who helpsd behind the
scones and in fronb o the house, and with refreshucnis.

After expenses, the Dranma Goup were able to forvard a very ni ce cheque
to the Village Hall to go towards the fund to reduce the loan in connection
With the heating system.



1st OCLE3H LL GJ DE COMPANY

O the 5th November, the District Commissioner enrolled eight Quides and
presented Patrol Leaders stripes to Susan Ware, Snowdrop Pztrol, Amanda. Rees
Kingfishcr Patrol. She al so presented a second stripe to Mandy Reavey, Snowdrop,
and Leec Speller, Kingfisher. The Patrol Leaders are el ected by the Conpany and
the seconds chosen by the Patrol Leaders. . The cerenony was watched by parents
anddt he Brown Ol's fromthe 1st Coleshill and 2nd imershem-on-the-Hill Brownie
Qui de Packe. :

On Sunday; 11th November, we attended the Remembrance Service and later
W th the Brownics planted Mulbcrry Trees on Col eshill and Winchmore Kill Conmons.

On Monday, 10th December, togethcr With the Brownies, we are holding a
Bring and Buy Sale in the Village Hall at 6.15 pem. for funds for the new hostel
for paraplegics at Soke lMandevillce Plcasc support our cffortsa.

On Sunday, 23 Decenber, we hopc to go carol singing at Col eshill House
together Wth the Brownics at 3 peme —
" H.S.M.Co,

BROWNIE NOTES | I
-Since | last wote, we have acquired a hel per, Mrs. Eyres, and we are truly

grateful for her help and sincerely hope she will continue to come, when she is
able to, for a long tine to cone. ‘

n Novenber 10th, a party of Brownies, one Quide, cue mother - Mrs. Dowson,
Tawny OM and | went to Cuide Headquartcrs. ¥e had a tour round and pocket noney
was spent in the shop. ¥e had a picnic lunch in St. Jemes' Park, saw the pigeons
in Trafal gar Square and also a small visit to the National Gallery.

11 Brownies have passed their Safety in the Home Badge. thst nunber includes
3 seven year olds, 2 Brownies have their Writer's Badge and one her Thrift Bedge.
and one her Knitters Badge. W end this termon the 10th Decenber with a Bring
and Buy Sale together with the Quides. Pleese come - details under Quide notes.

Next termstarts 14th Januery. ‘
P.s. Onngto the transfer of a Brownie and one recruit, we now have 2 vacanci es.
GoRo
GO ESH LL Wola A.Goles

Not always a popul ar occasion, Col eshill Women's Institute had a good
attendance for their Annual Mceting on 9th Novenber.

The sccretary's report, clear and comprehensive, was fol | owed by the
Presidentits report. Mrs. Qvington thankcd her very able Secrctary, Ms. Powell-
Price and the committce for their loyzl work during her year and bade us all
rcmember the good things of life are frce and what W.I. friendship can and shoul d
nmoan to us. She then left the Chair.

After MS. Brownec's bricf but very appreciative remarks and thanks to the
President for ner lcedership during the past year, the now Cormittee, headed by
Ms. Qvington as Prosident, Mrs. Powell-Price as Hon Secretery and Mrs. Brown as
Hon. Trensurer Were inmmedi ately rcinstated with the exception of Ms. Mrrison
who was | eaving Coleshill at tuc end of the year. We shall all mss her wel com ng
smle at the Register Table and her exzcellent and reliable co-opcrntion whenever
needed. we wish her well in her new home. Ms. Hggs was elected in her place.

The w.1. need new nenbers and woul d ask particularly if the youngcr
generation could find the time to join them. 5
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AMERSHAM AND CHESHAM CHORAL 3OCIEDY

(On Wednesday, 19th December, the Amershem and Chesham Choral Society wil |
hﬂl d a carol concert at the Parish Church of &. Mry's at 7.30 p.m. in ard of
charities.

ORGAN RECITAL

Most happily the Coleshill Village Drama Group have arranged with two nost
emnent people, Patricia Scanlon and Ral ph Davier, to give a recital in the
Village on Friday, 21st Decembery and permission has been grantcd to use All
Saints' Church for thce purpose, at 8 p.m Misic lovers can therefore | ook
forward to the evening with great pleasure.

Patricia Scanlon is a nezzo soprano of considerable range and dexterity
and works frequently for the BBC and at the Royal Qpera House. Shc has given
recitals and concerts and appeared with the Royal Philharnonic Qrchestra in the
Quil dford Festival in 1971.

Ral ph Davi er received diplonas s organist and Master of Choristers .at
the Royal Acadeny of Misic in Stockholm He has given innumerable recitals
t hroughout Scandi navia and regularly for the Xobel Prizegiving.. Hc iS an expert
on organ building and |ast November he inaugurated a newy rebuilt organ on the
occasi on of the Swedish Governnent's Act of Homage to H.M. King Gustaf VI on
his 90th birt hday.

Admi ssion will be by programme 75P available from:

The Reverend Allan Cempbell M.:., Beaunont, Hervines Road, #mersham

Tel: 7135.
Mrs. Hizabeth Harvey, 1 Arber Cottages. Tel: 3274
Ms. A Chenevix~Trench, Wndm || Farm Tel: 5439
Decenber FORTHCOMING VENTS
¥od. 5th Coffee Morning, The Wndm I, 10.30 am in aid of the Chiltern

Samaritans.

Mon.  10th Brownic's Bring and Buy Stall, Village Hall, 6.15 p.m. for funds

: ' for the new hostel for paraplegics at Soke Mandeville.
Thur. 13th  Mobile Library Van, Coleshill.

W.I. Christinas Party

Fri. 21st Qgan Recital, Al Saints’
Mon.  24th GR STVAS EVE
Tue. 25th CHRISTMAS DAY
Thur. 27th Mobi l e Library Van, Col eshill
Sun. 30th Carol Service, Al Saints' 3.0C p.m

Next Mbthers' Union Meeting - Thursday 17th January 1974°
At the honme of Ms. Douglas Fusey.

7



THE PARISH OP AMERSHAM WITH COLESHILL

Rectors The Reverend Alien Campbell M.A. (Cantab)
Beawaont, Hervines Road, Amersham. (Tel. 7135)

ST. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH, AMERSHAM

Sunday Services: 800 am. HOLY COMMUNION _
: 10.00 a.m. Children's Service - 1st Sunday in the
Christmas Eve 11.30 p.m. Holy Communion
Christmas Day 8.00 am. Hcly Communion

month this service is
Holy Communion

10.00 am. Carol Service Series Il
1100 am. MATTIHES :
6.00 p.m. Evensong '
10.00 am. Holy Communion
ALL SATNTS' COLESHILL
Sunday Services: 900 am. PARISH COMMUNION
‘ - 10.15 am. Sunday School
Christmas Day 9.00 am. Parish Communion
Sunday December 30th 3,00 p.m., Carol Service
St. Andrew's Mission Church. Winchmere Hill
2nd and 4th Sundays 10.30 am. Eoly Communion
Christmas Day No Service
Pro-Churchwardenss N..L. Nicholls, Orchard House (Tel, 6734)
D. Powell-Price, Coleshill Lodge (Tel. 3949)
Hon. Treasurer: AJIV. Panton, Wallers Oak (Tel. 6183)

Hon. Secretary;
Brownies:s
Choirs

Mothers' Unions

Mre. J. Dryden, 14 Woodside Close, Amersham. (Tel. 3449)

Monday Evenings in_the Hall.at 5.30 p.m.
Thursday Xvenings in Church at 7.00 p.m..

The 3rd Thursday afternoon of every month at 2,30 p.m.



