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THE PASTCRAL LETTER

M/ Dear Friends,

It is no accident that Easter is a Sring Festival and that we proclaim
the resurrection to life at the same tine that we celebrate the rebirth of the
land. There is a harnony in our universe, and a rhythmof seasons, w nter and
spring, seedtine and harvest; an awareness that there nust be in human life, a
kind of dying before there can be the possibility of newlife. That is the way
S. Paul uses the inagery of nature to describe resurrection - "the seed you sow
does not cone to life until it has first died". O as an English poet wrote:

See the land her Easter keeping
Rsing in her Miker rose

Seeds no long in darkness sl eeping
Burst anew fromw nter snows.

Resurrection is both cosmc and intinmately personal. The renewal of the
earth witnesses to the power of |ife over death, and it is also possible to
discern the resurrection within people. For resurrection is not just the promse
of new life in the future, it is seizing and being seized by new life now The
hearts of some of those who have been touched by the resurrection are |ighter
than other men's hearts; they have a confidence about themborn of the know edge
that suffering leads to joy, that hope can never be quenched, that life is full
of unlimted possibilities. '

So at Eastertide, we celebrate our re-birth into aworld that is fresh and
invigorating. & are aware that there will continue to be for ourselves and for
others, dark nights of the soul, noments in which we feel deserted by our friends
and our talents, periods when we are bew | dered by the apparent silence, .absence
or anbiguity of God in our world. Yet we at all tines have the assurance that in
Jesus all things are nmade new '

What IS our response to be? Perhaps the exaltant proclanmation of Wulfs:

0 ny sisters, 0 ny brothers

It is afine and joyous thing to be

It is afine and very fine thing to be all as one

It is a joyous living thing to be one with place and -
sea and sky and growng living things

And all of themand us together, living breathing |aughter

Rchard Hliott



HOLY BAPTI SM

On February 9th Mk Antony, son of M. and Mrs. E Dickinson
' ' (nee Marilyn Jerran)

IN MEMORIAM

John Wand-Tetley.

The village was saddened to hear of the death on Decenber 28th of
John Wand-Tetley of Bowers Farm "Dr. John" as he was known to his many friends
was an extraordinarily talented man, He was educated at Marlborough, Cambridge
and at Barts,.and conbined medicine with a career as an artist. He was consul tant
physician, at Edgware and University College hospitals, a sensitive painter and
poet, and he took -a delight in his hone and garden. He will be renenbered by all
who knew him as a man of great energy, intellectual clarity, keen wt and
refreshing hunour. X

Henry Herbert Aldridge

Another wel | known and much liked character has left us.  Henry Herbert
Al dridge died on March 6th at the age of 78..

‘As a boy he sang in-the choir and often blew the organ. Under -age, he joined
the O and Bucks Light Infantry and was discharged in-1916 from war wounds. He
was narried and lived in Nghtingal es from February 1933. After. 40 years with
the Gas Company he retired in 1962 and .then devoted hinself to his garden with
wonderful results as he was a frequent w nner for vegetables at the Horticul tural
Show. In addition he was a great aninal and bird |over and always.had Ssome tame
bl ackbirds in his garden. For years, he tended the path across the common, to
the benefit of all concerned. ‘ I
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~ Sincerest synpat hies are extended to Ms. Aldri dge and to Ms. Vand-Tetley.
Steuart Gow

& nuch regret that in the last nunber the nane of the late Seuart Gow
shoul d have been shown as Steuart Mirray Gow and not as stated therein.

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH OOW TTEE A.G.I. . . .

The Annual General Meeting was held in the School on Tuesday, Januafy 28th
at 8.30 p.n. B

M. Nigel Nicholls was re-el ected. Churchwarden. M. David Powell-Price, Who
has served as Churchwarden for a nunber of years, was unable to stand for
re-election in view of the: fact that he will be leaving Coleshill in m d- August
to take up his appoi ntnment as Headnaster of Ganville College near Bideford, one
of the eleven Woodard Foundation Church Schools. M. John Chenevix-Trench was
nom nated and el ected Churchwarden in his place. Qher Church officers were
confirmed in office with the addition of M. D.C. Ury as sidesman.



AN ARTICLE BY R CHARD ELLIOTT (Witten by Special Request)

(ne of the nore depressing features of modern life has been the disruption,
and in sone places the disappearance of, the experience of community. In our era
of rapid industrialisation, when quality of life has been sacrificed to means of
production, too little thought has been given to the way in which people live
together. The forner sluns of our great cities have been rebuilt, with the best
of intentions, into concrete and glass jungles. The nost advanced social work
techniques and a highly devel oped welfare state tend to mnister only to synptons.
The real problens faced by newy planned "communities" as well as some of the
more established ones - insularity, violence and apathy are increasing rather than
decr easi ng. ‘ S , o

In the face of this disintegration of commnity in which it is no |onger
possi bl e for people to enjoy face-to-face relationships, and in which it is nore
important to be able to relate to inpersonal structures - employment, housing etc.
- rather than to persons, there have grown up a nunber of techniques which can be
used to promote or to restore a sense of community. These techniques are
col l ectively known as "commnity work" but include at least five different
di sciplines - community organization, community action, conmunity devel opnent,
community relations and community education. '

(he witer has identified 94 usages of the word "commnity" and | inagine
there are at least 94,000 definitions of "commwnity work". Every fiel dworker
tends to have his own! Any comunity worker however has two aspects to his work,
no matter which set of techniques he chooses to enploy; firstly the worker hel ps
a comunity to identify and to articulate its real needs; and secondly, he
encourages the comunity to nake use of the resources it possesses to meet those
needs. O primary inportance to community work is the recognition that decisions
whi ch are inposed upon people are nearly always dehunani sing; people have to be
encouraged to participate in the decision-naking processes of a democratic society.

So ny own definition of conmunity work would be sonething |ike this:
"Community Wrk ains to stinulate change so that, wthin a supportive web of
rel ationships, people are liberated both to develop their individual potential,
and as a group to become so conpetent in the use of resources and power that
they are able not just to control but also to create the environnent wthin which
they nust live". And these aims | believe to be in essence, theol ogical statenents.

The theological inplications are not at all obvious, but they are these.
The only nmodel that we haveof fulfilled hunman potential, or of maturity, is as
S. Paul points out, the man Jesus. And in his mnistry Jesus was quite clear
about two things: firstly he enphasised that structures should serve peopl e rather
than people be enslaved to structures ("The Sabbath was nade for nman, not man for
the Sabbath"); and secondly, he always thrust people's questionings back upon
thensel ves, made themwestle with the problens and take responsibility for the
answers. He did not nmake decisions for people.

So then, | see the Church both as standing in a particular relationship to
comunity (in Goleshill, as in the nediaeval village, Church, pub and school
stand at the centre of the village), and having particular insights to offer
the devel opnent of community work.



In the nediaeval parish the church bU|Id|ng was used for a w de range
of comunity activities, in addition to regular worship. The Reformation
Tradition, however, allied with evangelical convictions and Victorian attitudes
made peopl e feel that it was not right t0 have so-called "non-religious"
activities in churches, and the Church's whole attitude to society changed
as aresult. It then became inportant to encourage peopl e away from ot her
‘activities (into which the Church had forced themby closing its doors) into
the worshipping family. And nore and nore the fellowship of the Church
devel oped independently fromthe life of the community around it, until in
some inner city areas we are left today with tiny congregations whi ch have
neither interest in, nor conmtmnent to, their wder comunity.

If, however, = priest or pastor is “ableto see his ministry other than e
interns of being l:ader of a congregation, he is, by being responsible for
a consi derabl e amount of plant strategically placed in the mdst of a community,
by living in that community himself, and by being paid to be free to mnister
to people, the ideal community wor ker . Today an increasing nunber of clergy
are seeking training in comunity work skills and by conbining pastoral
mnistry to the congregation with nmore general community work, are again
making their church buildings centres of community life and renewal

This is the context of ny work with the British Council of Churches. M
"parish" is the entire country and ny task i's to act as consultant to
i ndividual churches or dioceses or districts wanting to make use of community
work insights, and to advise individuals about the availability of training
| also lecture in Universities and theol ogical colleges introducing students,
especi al |y theol ogi cal students, to sone of these concepts. And | am
responsible for the eval uation and devel opnent of sone two hundred projects
which the British Council of Churches has totally or partially financed.
These projects include community centres, youth clubs,. nursery school s,
acconmodat i on for honel ess youngsters, welfare and advisory services,
| anguage and literacy schenes, and a wide range of other initiatives by.
community groups which are conmtted to social change and the emergence of
a renewed sense of community.



ANOTHER REQI TAL BY TWo WELL KNOWN ARTI STES

On the 20th Decenber a recital was given by Mss Pafricia Scanl on,
mezzo soprano, and M. Ral ph Davier, or gani st .

“Both artistes enjoyed playi ng to a 'full house!', particularly si nce t hey
gave a very successful recital the previous year.

Mss Scanlon gave thirteen songs which she presented with a sound

- knowl edge of the composer's intentions in each case. A though her voice
was not quite back to normal after a recent illness, her interpretation of
Titherington's Sheiling Song was superb and her nezza-voce and piani ssi nmo
Si ngiI Tg was exquisitely rendered in songs by Vaughan Williams, Varlock and
Howel | s.

M. Davier did not exactly display as nuch of his talent as we could
have expected but his Toccata and Fugue in D mnor fromlast year showed once
more that he is a suprenely capable and acconplished organist. Despite the
sparseness of his contribution, the evening was enjoyed by all present.

As a result of the generous gesture by the two artistes, a donation of
£79.50 was made to the Church Fabric Fund.

1’&01.}10

THE _CHAPEL

(n behal f of the fellowship at the Baptist Chapel, we would like to
thank all those of the village who have shown a concern for the future of
the Chapel, also those who have kindly offered to help in any way they coul d.

W could, if we so desired, take the matter to Court and there is no
doubt the result woul d have been in our favour and the Chapel woul d renain
as it always ha's been, a place of worship. However as a conpany of believing
Christians, we comitted our way to the Lord (Proverbs Chapter 3, 5 & 6) and
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have reached a unani nous decision to
vacate the Chapel sone tine during My.

O one hand it is with regret and sadness that we have to do this, but
on the other it is with rejoicing because we know that He who has gui ded our
paths so far will continue to do so in the future.

Once again, we give you our thanks.

Jimand Pleasance Riley



1st COLESHILL QJ DE COMPANY

(h Sunday, 9th February, our new Conpany Colours, the noney for which
was kindly given us by I.B.M. lhited Kingdom, were dedicated at Al Saints
during the Service. W were so pleased to have wth us on this special
occasion, Ms. Qiffiths, our Dstrict Conm ssioner, MsS Dollemore, |ong
connected with Coleshill Quiding, and so many Brownies, who we | ook forward
to becomng Quides in the future. Afterwards we had a snmall party for Mt hers,
friends and Quides at G ove MII. '

On Sunday, 23rd February we attended the Ostrict Thinking Day service
at the Free Church in imersham, and this year our Colours were carried up the
aisle in conpany with all the others. Thinking Day is the birthday of both
the late Lord Baden-Powell and his wife Aive, Lady Baden-Powell, Chief Quide
of the Wrld. On this day we think of the Wworld famly of Quides, pray for
them and w sh then a Quiding Happy Birthday.

Qur joint Coffee Evening with the Browniesin Decenber was a great
success and we nmade £27.71 for the Save The Children Fund, this fund al so
benefitted by some of the Quides carol singing round the village. Mny thanks
to everyone for their kind support. e also went carol singing wth Brownies
and parents to Col eshill House.

W continue to hold our meetings in the Village Hall entirely due to
the generosity of Mss WIlians, who bears half the cost, which doubled in
price on the 1st February. We are nost grateful to her.

This termVendy Wllians has gained her Stitchery badge and Rachel \eége
her Gaft bvadge.

. W still need an assistant Quider, preferably someone who likes to canp.
Quides are friendly and have fun, it is not a daunting occupation and there
are plenty of hel ping hands, so please can we have a response.

- Next termstarts on 21st ipril.
H.J.M.C.

BROWNIE NOTES

W started this termon the 13th January with 3 new recruits also
anot her one who joined us on the 3rd February, and with two Browni es having
left us, we now nunber 22. W have a waiting list of under age girls but
we can accommodate 2 girls over 7 years, if anyone w shes to join us.

Zoe Horsbrugh-Porter, Susie Wllians and Kate B unt passed their Misic
Badges at the beginning of the year. Sally Lee and Kay Speller attained their
Cook's Badges. Lois Plumridge received her Pony Badge on the 6th February and
ny daughter Judith her Oaft Badge on the 10th February. Mre badges are in
the offing so you can see we are still quite busy



We are very grateful to M. and Mrs., Bow er who have paid for our
Browni e Magazi ne (which is shared by the Pack) up to the end of |ast year.
This kind deed is very much appreci at ed.

The last nmeeting this term is on the 24th March. Next term re-opens
on the 21st April.

NB  Sone Brownies attended the Annual Thinking Day Service in imersham On
February 23rd. W hope that the majority of our Brownies wll attend
Coleshill Church on Mt hering Sundsy, March 9th.

Aed o R

GEHLL AWB

Qur Decenber neeting proved most festive and cheerful. A delicious
tea was provided by our many generous friends, and the occasion took on a
party atnmosphere with entertai nments fromMs. Kay Wre, the Mssenden O ub
Choir and M. Jack Emblow and two of his nusical friends. Qur sincere
thanks go to everyone who hel ped to make the afternoon so successful.

An instructive and cautionary talk was given at our January neeting
by P.C. Bruce Riley. He described the nany dangers and risks that are
present in our everyday life and enphasised the inportance of asking for
pol i ce hel p when in doubt.

Scenes that were famliar to wmany of us appeared on the screen when
M. Mrtin of Marlow gave us an illustrated |lecture at our February neeting.
He took us down the Thanes fromthe source to Teddington Lock.

In My, we are hoping to hold a Cake and Produce Sall by the pond
to raise funds.

M.

SCHOOL  GONCERT

n Monday, 16th Decenber 1974, the children of Goleshill CE FHrst
School entertained over 100 friends and relations at their Christmas Concert.

The highlight of the evening was the youngest children's version of
"The House that Jack Built". In appropriate costumes they brought the old
jingle to life in a captivating and exciting way, so nuch so that by popular
requests it was repeated.

The ol der children I ed the singing of "The Twel ve Days of Christnas”
W th illustrations, and the “arwickshire Keeper.

The final itemof this varied progranme was a short play about the first
Christinas, followed by the Hyrm "0 Cone Al Ye Faithful”. A collection raised
£7 for the Christmas party and school funds. The party was on the follow ng
Wednesday When, after an excellent tea and many ganes, each child received a
present, a balloon, a chocolate bell and an orange. The latter was generously
given by Mr. Bowler. -



D0 YQU Xonr '

(1) That there is an excellent nonthly Okford Diocesan Magnzine at the
back of the Church which you can borrow and road?

(9  That there is a paper Hetwork' vhich can al so be borroved /“lCh
gives you news of work going on all.over the world?

(3y That twenty-two cot blankets and forty five books of Grecn Shield
stanps have been collected for thc work at Magila Since January 1974?

(4 That four lrrge parcels of used postage stanmps have; been col | ected
in the same period, three for Cancer Rescerch and one for the Blue Peter
Speciol Appeal ? '

-7 Very many thanks to all concerned

CARQL SING NG

| would like to thank thec carol-singers whc joined me on the tour of
the Village at Christmas, and al so those who contributed to our collection.
V¢ rai sed £30, which has been divided between th( Church Fabric Fund and
Save the Children Fund.

Penny Weedon

THANKS

Mrs. Pusey wishes to thank most si ncer el y al those who sent synpathy
and best wi shes in connection wth her husband Mr. Douglas Pusey's recent
severe accident. He returned hono on thc 4tk March and is meolking good progress.

MANF VADE CAKE COMPETLITION

Again thc nan nade cake conpetition organiscd by Mr. Mounticr of the
"Red Lion" on the Sunday before Christmas was an out standi ng success.

Oning to the bl andi shnents of Mr. Ruperti, as honoxwy nuct:»_onoer
sone cakes realised £30 or mcrc. Then there was 2 roffle and the total
proceeds amounted to £215 - ~ record - which was sent to the Princess Marina
Centre for Spastics at Seer Geen which vas gratefully vclmoxlcdmcd

WOMEN' S DAY OF PRAYER

The Service for the Jomen's “Jorld Day of Prayer washeld as usual on the
first Friday in March. Ms. P. Riley gave an address on the thene "Becone
Perfectly One" and nenbers of the congregation |ed the readings.

The col l ection of £8.45 was sent to H.Q. ‘who al l ocate their total for the
spread of Bible literature throughout the world.

Date of the next ‘jomen's orld Day of Préyer Service - March 5th 1976,
o : .



SPEA AL_EVENTS

ST MARY'S
Mar ch ' '
Tues 18th [llustrated lecture in the Church, "Bucks Church Treasures" by

M. BEliott Viney, DS Q, M.B.E., T.D., D.L., F.S.4. 800 p.m.
Sun - 23rd Paln Sunday, Organ Recital by Ian Hooker, G.R.S.M., A.R.C.M.

3.00 p.m

Apri |
Pri 4th In the Town Hall - an evening's Entertai nment arranged by

Ms. Anmond. 800 p.m

Frillt h Sherry Party and Bring and Buy Sale at the home of Ms. Coldwell,
62 Hgh Street. 11.45 am

May
To be arranged:Harpsi chord Concert in Church arranged by M. Knight.
Sat  17th)

Sn  1gth)  Grdens open at ‘oodrow House from 200 .m.

July :
Sat  12th Garden Pete at the hone of M. and Ms. C.i. Goodwyn,
H nton House, 132 Hgh Street.

ALL SAINTS
Mar c :
Thurs 20t h Bring and Buy Sale at '"Dewpond", Village Road. 10.30 - 12.30°

Cof fee & Biscuits: 15p. In aid of the new fence for the Parsonage.

ril

Pri 11th A SPRING FESTIV.LL - The description of an event to be held on the
evening of Friday, April 11th, at 8.30 p.m in All Saints' Church.
It is an evening in which people are using their talents to
cel ebrate the themes of springtine. In addition to individual
items, there will be major contributions fromthe Col eshill
Village Drama Goup and fromA | Saints' Church Choir. A warm
invitation is extended to all. The tickets will be available from
Ms. Chenevix-Trench and M's, H i zabet h Harvey.

Sat 14t h CHURCH FETE
O'HER _EVENTS

March Thurs 20th Mobil e Library Van, Coleshill
Wed 26th  W.I.Goup Meeting, Mllage Hall,
Thurs 27th  Maundy Thursday -
Pri 28th  Good Friday
N 30th EASTER DAY

April Thurs 3rd Mbile Library Van, Coleshill
Thurs 10th  t%.I. "PromBallet and Bedpans to the World of Books".
Mrs. Christine Pagg.
Thurs 17th Mobile Library Van, Coleshill
Tues 29%th VMillage Hall 4.G.M. MIlage Hall 8.15 p.n.
1st  Mobile Library Van, ol eshill
Thurs 8th  Ascensi on Day
Thurs 8th .. Ms. Sunley V.C.0. - A bert Hall Resol utions
Thurs 15th & 29th Mobile Library Van, Coleshill
Sun 18th WA TSUNDAY 9

&
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THE PARISH OF AMERSHM WITH COLESHILL

Reetor: The Reverend Allan Canpbel |l M... (Cantab)
.. Beaunont, Ecrvines Road, imershan (Tel. 7135)

The Parish Cfficc is now in the Parish Church .of.

St. Mary's Wrth Sice.

St. MARY'S PARISH CHURCH, AMIRSILA

Sunday Scrvices  8.00 z.m.  Holy Corrmnion
10.00a.m Children's Service - 1lst Sunday in the nonth
this scrvice is Hly Communion, Series Il
11.00 a.rn.  Matins (plus Holy Communion on 3rd Sunday)
6.00 p.n.  Dvcnsong
Each ‘ednesday  10.00 a.m. Holy Conmuni on

Arrangements for Holy Yeek ond Foster
March 27th Maundy Thursday 8,00 p.m Holy Conmuni on

March 28th Cood Friday 11.00 a.m Ante Communion & Litany
200 - 300 p.m Service of Devotion
March 30th ET.STER LAY 11.00 Choral Euchari st
6.00 Choral Evensong

ALL SAINT'S COLESHILL
Sunday Services  9.30 a.m Pari sh Communi on
10.45 n.n. Suaday 3chool
6.00 p.m -Ivensong (Frst Sunday only)

Arvengenents for Holy Week & Enster

~ March 27th Maundy Thursday 800 p.m.’ Commenoration of the Holy Communion
: ' ‘ and Stripping the Altar

March 28th Good Friday 1.00 «.m. Matins and Devotions
March 30th FASTER LAY ' 2,30 a.m Parish Communi on
St ANDRET'S MISSION CHUECH “finclmorc Hill ‘
2nd and 4th Sundays 10,30 2. Holy Communi on
Assi stant Curates Michacl Flliott M.Div The Parsonage., Coleshill
: , (Tc1- 4229)
Pro~Churchinrdens:  I.1T. Nicholls, Orchard House : (Tel: 5734)
J.J.G. Chenovix-Trench
Windnill Farm (Tel:: 5439)
Hon, Treosurer: 4.1V, Prnton, Wllers Qak (Tel s €183) -
Hon. Secretary: . - Mrs. J. Dryden, 14 Yoodsicde Close
Amershom ; (Tel: 3449
Brovnies: '~ "Monday Evenings in the Hall at 5. 0 p.m --645 p.n.
Guidess Monday Evenings in the Hall at 6.45 p.m. *- 8.00p.x, =
Choix: ~ Thursday Iwenings .in Church at 7.00 p.i. o

Mot hers' Union: 3rd Thursday afternoon of every nmonth at 2. 30 pm



