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PARSONAGE PONDERINGS

" amaChristian butee.seees”

| was talking in |ast month's Newsletter about some of the m scon-
ceptions about the Church and | should like to continue on this topic.
Incidentally, if anyone cares to raise any points or to make any coments,

| shall be only too pleased to try to answer them and the Eitor, | am
sure, Wil welcome any |letters for publication.
(he of the favourite comments that | like to answer is this:-

"I ama good Christian, but | do not think it necessary to go to
Church” or sonething similar. How often we hear that sort of thing.

| like to answer this because it deals with three fundanental

questions:- ) o o _ _
(1) What is a Ghristian and, incidentally, is there such a thing
as a good Christian?

(9 What is the Church?
(3 Wiat is the point of going to Church?
oviously it would be inpossible to deal wth the whole of this
issue inthis Newsletter but | wll try to deal with some of the first
part now and the rest in next month's and the follow ng nunbers.
"Wiat is a Christian?"

It is surprising how many different answers | get to that question
and | have spent a lot of time asking it. Here are some:-

(«) Someone who believes in God

(b Soneone who keeps the Ten Commandnent s

(c) Soneone who believes in Jesus Christ

(d Someone who tries to live like Jesus Christ

Now, is it sufficient to say that "someone who believes in God" is
a Qristian?

bviously not, as a moment!s reflection wll show Christians are
not the only ones who believe in God. Mst people, before they became
too sophisticated and self reliant believed in God or Gods of some sort,
and they, nmost certainly, were not Christians.




In our own tine, Hindus believe in nany Gods and are not Chris-
tians., Moslens believe in sne Gecd but are not Christians. Jews believe
in one God but are not Christians, It is obvious that "belief in God"
is not a good enough definition. C course, "belief in God" is a
necessary requisite for a Caristiac - but what is so inportant is what
we understand by &d in the first place and what sort of a God we be-
lieve in, and what we believe about Hin,

The distinctive fact about a Christian's belief in &d is that we
bel i eve He has reveal ed Hinself to us as fully as possible inthe life
and teaching of Jesus Christ. That revelation is enshrined in the New
Testameat, and crystallised in the Creeds of the Church. ¥e believe
that He is One &d who is righteous, pure and holy and who denands
these qualities in Hs worshippers. He is also merciful and forgiving
and prepared to allow us to make a new start when we have fallen. He
is also continually active in Hs creative work, calling Hs creatures
to Him, guiding and strengthening thea when they will listen and obey.
V¢ know H mas Father, Son and Holy Spirit and we worshi p and adore
Hin for all HsS btlessings to us, humbly, joyfully and thankfully.

. | could go on but will spare you. | wll continue wth the next
reply "A Christian is sonmeone who keeps the Ten Commandnents" in the
next issue.

dolidays

August is a sleepy nonth for the organised Church in the parishes
as so nmany peopl e are away on holiday. e Were fortunate in having
good weather while we were away and | hope that all of you have been
sinilarly bl essed.

O course, the Church does not cease to function whilst you are
anay - it goes with you for YOU ARZ THE CHURCH or part of it, anyway,
and | do hope that you linked up with the local Church wherever you
went and wor shi pped with them

Lanbeth

Sone of the Church - Bishops of the Anglican Conmunion - have been
conbi ni ng business with pleasure in their Lanbet h Conference, as you
are all, no doubt, aware. These conferences take place every 10 years.
In these very confusing tines, we ook forward to the final report of
the Bishop's deliberations and for guidance on sonme of the nore pressing
problens. Let us hope and pray taat we shall not be di sappointed.



Sunday School and Choir Quting - Adult's eye Vview

The Sunday School and Choir, accompanied by some brave parents,
went for their annual outing to Littlehampton on August 8th. As this
was ny first %rip, | have been given the dubious privilege of witing
about it. Being an honest sort of a chap, | nust admt that | enjoyed
the coach trip there and back - even though it did start at 7.30a.n. -
it was the bit in between that | found sonewhat trying. Not that it
Was anybody's fault.

Littl enanpton seems the ideal place for the outing with plenty of
sand for the ehildren to play in, on and with, and the water, | amtold,
was not too cold. | didnot venture to try it nyself - coward that |
am UWfortunately, the weather was not very kind to us, and | do think
that a bit of sunshine is desirable for beach sitting (at |east when
you reach ny venerable age). W nmust not grunble, though, for we were
constantly diverted by showers of rain or sand, so we were not allowed
to get bored. Children, fortunately, do not seemto worry about the
sort of things that affect grown ups; they are inpervious to rain and
wnd and they seened to be perfectly happy and actual Iy enjoying them
selves. So nuch so, in fact, that | thought one, at l|east, intended to
stay there pernanently - Raynond Pusey Jnr. He seened very loathe to
| eave an enornmous hol e which he had dug for himself. | thought that
perhaps he was going to hibernate as w nter seemed imminent, Qur dear
ol d English weather, though, true to formand capricious as ever (I do
not know why we say "Qd MAN weather") suddenly repented and we had a
spot of sunshine - the first, | believe, al the week. This cheered
up al the sun worshippers among us and kept us happy until we boarded
the coach for the return.  course, it was the traditional dish of
fish and chips en route that added the fina touch and led us to con-
clude that it hadn't been so bad, after all.

So there we are, then, another outing over ......children deli-
ghted ...... no-one sick ......parents survived, |'Mglad to say ......
sane nunber at the end as at the beginning, to Ms. Pusey's relief -
and all that remains is to give our very sincere thanks to Ms. Pusey
for organising everything - even, | amsure, that little drop of sun-
shine,

| N MEMORTAM

Nora Edith Street, buried at All Saint's Church on 17th August 1968.
RJI.P.
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The ol eshill Horticultural Society wll be holding its 23rd,
Annual Show on Saturday, 1yth Septenber, to be opened by Mss S.
Boston at 2.30p.m. in the 7illage Hall. Schedul es and entry forms nay
be obtained fromthe Hon. 3ecretary, M. S.M.Rann, Red Lion Cottages,
ol eshi | | .

The entries wll be jidged in cccordance With the R.E.S. rulings,
The Hon. Sec. has a copy o0? the show handbook and any prospective
exhibitor is welcome t0 coasult this. Each year the schedule is nod-
ified as aresult of suggestions or problems of the previous Show
The children's classes caused the Comnittee some difficulty because
of the age groupings, and this year the entry cards wll indicate the

exhibitor's age so that this may be taken into consideration by the
Judge.

Followng the rules iatroduced at the A.G.M. in May, adult resi-
dents of (oleshill become nembers of the Society by paynent of an entry
fee to exhibit in any class, and thereby will be able to enjoy a num
ber of benefits. The Socistyis affiliated to the Royal Horticultural
Society and wll receive a number of free tickets for its Shows and
also for entrance to the RHS grounds at Wisley. There wll also be
one copy of the nonthly journal available for circulation. Messrs.
Johnson, Of HI| Avenue, Anershca have kindly offered to hol ders of a
current menbership card a discount to the followng effect:

Qders over £1 - a 10% discount for garden tools, fertilisers, bulbs
and | oose vegetabl e seeds, and 23% on packet seedz. Menbership cards
wll be available by the time of the Show

At the last Show there were a nunber of classes with no entries
and nany nore with only one entry. Anyone who enters a nunber of
classes is alnost bound to get sone awards and the Committee hopes
that readers wll encourage neighbours to enter whatever they have

mature in their gardens, and provide conpetition in cooking and pre-
serves,

SOLESHILL PAR SH COUNCIL

Best wi shes are extended tc M. Raynond Pusey upon bei ng co- opt ed
to the Parish Gouncil in the plece of the late Mss Howard. This is
no new experience for M. Pusey is he was a val uabl e nenber of the

Counci| sone years ago and did not seek re-election owng to his nany
commitments, i




BEST KEPT VILLAGE GOMPETITION 1968

Having held the Morris Qup as the best kept village wth a popul a-
tion 500 - 1000 for the past three years, (oleshill has now relinquished
it 10 Lavendon Dy the margin of two points, the top scores in this cate-

gory being as follows:~

Gderly Absence of General Tot al
Adverts litter ti di ness (70)
(109 (40 (20
Lavendon 10 33 17 65
@l eshi | | 9 36 18 63

In this class there were other. entries fromwhitchurch (63), H gher
Denhan (62), The Lee and Lee Common (62), Penn Millage (62), Knotty Green
(61), Penn Sreet (61), Winchmore HIl (59 and Qakley (5.

Mlentmore Was adjudged the wnner in Category 1 (under 500) with a
score of (12 entries) and Rchings Park in Category 3 (over 1000)

wth a score of 64 (5 entries).

When M, Stubbings received the cup fromLord Carrington last year,
he paid a special tribute to M. A bert Bates, who | ooked after and nade
a special feature of his part of the conmon.

In arecent interviewwth a representative of the "Bucks Exaniner"
M. Bates said that at one tine he and Ms. Bates took their ease in the
shade of an oak, but horses waiting their turn to be shod at the nearby
smthy kept on eating the | eaves and reducing the anount of shade.

So 22 years ago, M. Bates put the seat under a hawt horn which his
careful clipping and training has guided into its present charmng shape.
May you have the health and strength to capry on your good work for many
yeans, M. Bates.

EXAM NATI ON SUCCESSES

It gives pleasure to announce the follow ng successes in the exanina-
tions of the Associated Board of Royal Schools of Misic, Sumner 1968:

Jennifer O eber Violin Grade 2

Penel ope Weedon Molincello Gade 2 with nerit
Jeannette Darvill . Trunpet Grade 3 with nerit
Paul i na Antosiewicz Hute Grade 4

Wendy Weller Theory Grade 5



1ts,

MOTES FROM . LAGTLA HOSPITAL

Sister Edith Frances has sent news fron S. Elizabeth's Hospital,
Magi | a, where 29 not herl ess babies are now bei ng | ooked af$er. There
are three sets of twns and the smallest baby to be admtted wei ghed
only 21bs.90z. She had been brought from a village over 70 miles
fromthe hospital, but is nowa fat, thriving little girl.

S ster sends nost grateful thanks for al the hel p she receives
and especially for the £20 sent from Al Saint's Church to naintain a
cot for one of these babies, for other generous gifts of noney and
for the beautiful blankets which keep the children warmon eold nights,

Several of the bigger shildren have gone to live wth relations
and Peter (wo is now4) is shortly to join his father, who, having
been baptised at Easter, is goingto marry a Christian girl. So
Peter wll now have a hone of his own.

TANTS

(8) Wool. Five nore blankets are on the way to Africa but the wool
S0 generously wupplied iS now uszd up and the cupboard bare, Can

~you hel p?

(b) Green Shield Stanps. There has been a splendid response to this
appeal but nany nore stanps are naeeded. A newproject is planned for
a hospital at N'Kota Kota in the diocese of Malawe.

Details are not yet available as the doctor in charge of the
Hospital is on his way to England but the need is urgent.

(R CKET - LADES Versus COLESHILL C.C.

Mrs. Ruperti wll be pleased to hear fromladies who woul d |ike
to play in this natch on Sunday, 1st Septenber, when there wll be
araffle and teas for the benefit of the funds of the Millage Hill.



SERV GBS

ALL SAINTS GALESH LL THE PAR SH CHURCH CF ST, MARY, AMERSHAM
Every Sunday: 800 a.n. Holy Communion .
9,00a.,n, Farish Connunion 10.00a.m Children's Church
. 11.00a.m 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays:
2rd & yth Sundays: ol y Communion (New Servi ce)
6.00p.n. Fvensong ' 2nd & L4th Sundays:
Mattins

ST. ANDREWS, WINCHMORE HLL -
2nd. Sunday (Septenber 8th)
10.30a.n, Holy Comnunion

6.00p.n.Evensong

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

n. Sept 1 Qicket Match, Gleshill €.C. versus The Ladies
Tues 3 Sisterhood - Cpen Meeting
Thur s 12 Mbile Library Van - ol eshil |
W.I. - Geylon Tea Centre
Sat 14 leshill Horticultural Society - 23rd Annual Show
Thurs 19  Mthers Whion, Qoleshill - Ms Carey "Being foster Parents,,
Thur s 26 Mbile Library Van, Gl eshill :
Fri Ot 18 Junble Sale
Fri Dec 6 Wist Drive.

RECTCR The Revd. Allan Canpbel |, M:A.(Cantab), Beaunont, Hervines Road,
Amershan, Tel: 1135 or & Mary's Parish (ffice, Church Street,
Amershan, Tel: 1712 '

CURATE: The Revd. R.A.Thomson, M.A.(Cantab), The Parsonage, (ol eshill,
_ Tel : Anershan 722
PRO-CHURCHWARDEN & HON SECRETARY: N.N.Nicholls, O chard House,Coleshill,
Tel . Aner sham 1834
HN TREASURER G.T.Creber, Appl ecroft, Meadowcot Lane, Coleshill,
Tel :  Aner sham 3350

Publ i shed by Al Saints Local Committee.



