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Charles Pusey: Good evening. You do not know me though you know my
brother, Douglas much better. Unfortunately he is in hospital
waiting to have an operation. Perhaps you would like to remember him
in your prayers tonight. My name is Charles Pusey. I am 82 years
old and the eldest of the Pusey clan. My uncle was the first Pusey
to come to Coleshill and he come to the village in about 1890. There
were twelve children in my father's family and he was the youngest.
When he left school, he went to work for his uncle in Coleshill and
helped him on the farm. My uncle eventually went to Canada and so my
father tock on the farm. My father whose name was Charles married my
mother, Edith, who came from London. They lived in the Mill House
and ran Windmill Farm. I went to school in the village and joined my
father on the farm when I left school. I helped him on the farm and
also with all the other activities that he was engaged in. I left
Coleshill in 1930 to start farming at South Heath and Hyde End. My
son now carries on working the farm.

Sidney Ware: I am Sidney Ware. My grandfather also worked the
windmill; my father was born in Charles' old house, Windmill Farm and
my mother came to live in the village when she was 5 years old in
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1890. My parents spent the First World War in High Wyconbe where I
was born but soon after the First World War was over, they came back
to Col.eshlll. I was by then aged about 3 and of course, I have had a
home in Coleshill ever since; I have spent 20 years abroad but I
still had a home here. That is all you need to know for the present.
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Iocuie Edwards: Well I am Iouie Edwards and I
was born in 1922 in what is now Old Rafters; it
was then three little cottages. When I was 18
months o0ld, my parents moved into Red Lion
Cottages where Mr. and Mrs. Hall now live and of
course, that was four 1little cottages then.
Then in 1938 we were told by the Local Council
that we were overcrowded and they built those
four Council houses in The Bit and we had to
move into no. 12. No two ways about it, we just
had to go.

I am supposed to be retired but still find plenty to do. I am very
pleased to be here tonight and hope I can answer all your questions.
I was born in Coleshill and was married here and I now live in Hill
Meadow; so I have lived here all my life.

Ruby May: Well, it is nice to be here.
When Mrs. Bungey asked me I said "Oh
dear" but I am very pleased I said yes.
I was born in Wembley and I came to live
in Coleshill when I was 4 years old when
my father was in the First World wWar and
my granny Appleby rented us a little
cottage down Barracks Hill; Amber
Cottages no. 8. I came to live there
when I was 4 years old and I went to
school at Coleshill, of course. I
married and I have lived here ever since
and that is a good many years ago. We
have been married nearly 55 years. We
had a happy childhood and we have had a .
happy married life and I would not want Windmill Farm

to leave Coleshill now. We had thought

about it, because our house perhaps and the garden are too big but
pecple say when they come to see us, when they look out the back at
all the fields, "How can you leave this Ruby?" so we do not think
that we shall now. Thank you very much anyway.

Mr. Sadler: Well it is
up to you good people
to start asking
questions. Could we
have the first question
please?

Question: I would like
to ask Mr. Pusey, who
were the landowners,
who were the tenant
farmers? Was his
father a landowner or
was he paying rent or
something on the land

. on which his father
Magpie Lane 1926 farmed?




Mr. Pusey: My father was a tenant farmer. He rented quite a bit of
land in the village from various pecple. There was the Rushymead
land and we farmed that; most of the Coleshill House land and the
Windmill and the land around that. He also later on farmed Bowers
Farm which my brother and I farmed until a few years ago.

My brother died in 1943.

Question: When your father farmed was that the Dockers or the
Drakes or who?

Mr. Pusey: No, we did not farm them. Most of ours was Coleshill
House, the Healey-Hutchinsons there; Rushymead was, of course,
built by Mr. Forbes; Bowers Farm belonged to the Lawson Estates.

Question: Mr. Forbes was a First World War chap, wasn't he, he built

Rushymead during or after the war.
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Mr. Pusey: He built Rushymead just after the war. Previous to that
it belonged to Mr. Thomas Howland who was a hotelier in Iondon and
the house apparently was a square brick place which was an eyesore [I
thought it absolutely atrocious] so he pulled the whole thing to the
ground and built Rushymead. That was just after the 1914-1918 War.

Question: The story was that he planted the trees so that his wife
who was mentally ill, could come from the Virginia Water mental place
and walk round without being seen by anybody.

Mr. Pusey: Yes that was the idea; her son was killed during the war
and she took the phone message and was never the same again. She
used to come down quite a bit [for a few] weeks and then she had to

9o back again; but that was the idea. You could see them walking arm
in arm around the estate.



Question: He survived
until after the Second War,
did he not?

Mr. Pusey: Ch yes, that
is when the estate was sold.

Mrs. Allen: When did
Coleshill House lose its
grounds and become Chase

Close?
Mr. Pusey: Well that was
- in the 1950s, after I left
Charles Pusey & friends Coleshill.

Mrs. Edwards: Chase Close was the kitchen garden to Coleshill House.

Mr. Sadler So you can remember when Chase Close was built?

Panel: Oh yes, in the 1950s = 1957.

Mrs. Chevenix-Trench: Can you tell us when the windmill was last
working? .

Mr. Pusey: Yes, my
father was the last
person to use it and
that was about 1907,
the year before I was

born.

Dr. Helps: How much
did your father charge
to take us to the
station, I cannot
remember? - It was a

wonderful service.

Charles Pusey moving Hill Meadow 1930

Mr. Pusey: I think it was about 3s 6d or 4 shillings. If you had
a closed carriage or brougham you would get an extra payment.

Question: Was the water tower built when you were children?



Mr. Pusey: That was
built just before the First
World War.

Mrs. Edwards: We had heard
that German prisoners of war
helped to build it. My
Mother told me.

Mr. Pusey: They had
special constables to guard
it during the First World
War. One gentlemen who my
questioner may remember - he
was parading one day; they
heard him shouting - he was
brandishing his truncheon at
a tree and they told him to
halt before he shot himself. 19 b&
Anyway he attacked this tree
with his truncheon.

Where Mr. Urry's house now stands

Mrs. Pearce: Do you remember the nissan huts going up for the
prisoners of war because when we took our farm just 40 years ago
there were these nissan huts, we were surrounded by them?
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Mr. Pusey: That was Hodgemoor in
the Second World War. I was away
then, of course.

Mrs. Edwards: Yes, that was
Brentford Grange Farm. Where Mr.
Swerling's house now stands is where
the German Priscner of War Camp was
during the Second World War; they
spread cut towards your farm.

Mrs. Pearce: Well, all the nissan

huts were both in top and bottom
Hodgemoor .

Victory Parade 1918

Mrs. Edwards: Of course, all through Hodgemoor the army was
stationed, all through the war; we had American forces stationed
there for a time but it was not good enocugh for them so they moved on
and the Middlesex Regiment and the 51st Highland Division was there

for a time, all through Hodgemoor. At the end of the war they used
them for the Polish Army.



Mrs. May: when these soldiers came back from the war, we used to
go up to sew the badges on their tunics - it was a great experience.

Mrs. Edwards: We also had a search-light detachment in the cricket
meadow during the war - the Royal Engineers.

Question: Apart from Coleshill House and the house at Rushymead,
when you were a child was it basically an agricultural village? ‘When
did it become populated by a proportion of middle class people eilther
retiring here or working in London? My recollection of it goes back
to the mid 1930s when there were still large numbers of people
working on the land, large numbers of cottages in Coleshill for 5
shillings a week or less but already, it was obviously full of people
who. had country houses - weekend houses? What was it like when you
were a child?
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Mr. Pusey: Well it was a truly rural village. Most of the people
worked on the land, a few worked out at Winchmore Hill in chair
factories but mostly they were all working on the land and all the
cottages of course were occupied by these people like the Eves and
the Wingroves, for generations. Rushymead of course, Mr. Howland
built that before the war but Coleshill House that goes back quite a
few vyears. The Wetherbys, the secretary for the Race-course
Association, they moved there and they had a stud and trained horses
there. Going on to the Rosary, there were the Miss Fawcets who lived
there. An old gentleman lived there; he had five or six daughters -
he kept them all at home so he could protect them. They were dear
old ladies and they lived in the village until they died.

Mrs. Edwards: That is where Mr. Curling now lives.




Question: When your father farmed around the village, can you
recall in those days when he farmed it, how many men he had working.

Mr. Pusey in Stock Yard 1940

Mr. Pusey: Well, he farmed other land; we milked somewhere around 25
cows; we supplied the village with milk and we supplied the village
with coal, so I suppose ten or twelve men most of the time. It was
mainly dairy and of course, the horses.

Ruby May: Your father had a brake: your father used to take us on
Sunday School outings. We used to go to Bricket Wood with the
Coleshill Chapel Sunday School and some of the older childen had to
get out of the brake to walk up Scotts Hill - that very steep hill on
the way to Watford. That is how we used to spend our day on the
Sunday School outing with the Chapel which has been closed 15 years
now. In those days we had to go to Sunday School three times a day,
morning, afternoon and evening for evening service.

Dr. Helps: Ruby, that is why my brother and I had to cut out so many
things for Miss Taylor.

Ruby May: VYes, Miss Iucy Taylor. Both her maids were Sunday School
teachers, Miss Bryant and Miss Violet Batt. We used to go up to
Porch House and have our rehearsals for the Sunday School anniversary
and concerts; Miss Iucy Taylor was really a wonderful person - she
did a lot for the village. We used to have an anniversary every year
where we all used to recite and sing and then we would have a tea
party on the Monday, outside our little Chapel and then we would go
down to Mr. Pusey's field to have games and there was always a big
jar of sweets and the superintendent used to scramble them on the
ground and you had to get what you could - because some of the boys
were hefty, you know.



Question: Mr. Pusey's field was the general play ground for the
village.

Mrs. Sadler: Which was Mr. Pusey's field then - can you talk about
Mr. Pusey's field?

The Windmill, Coleshill.

Mr. Pusey: By the windmill, the field below the windmill where the
bungalow is now. Of course, that was not there then.

Question: Was the common in those days the same as it is now?

Mrs. Edwards: No, no, we lived on there as children.

Mr. Ware: It was fenced in those days, in the early days, at
least down the windmill roadside.

Mr. Pusey: Sidney's uncle used to graze his sheep on there two or
three times a year. The village blacksmith used to have his horses
there. The people at ILands Farm used to graze their cattle there.

Sidney Ware: Somebody, a Bill Lane used to graze his goats there.

Mrs. Edwards: And the man from the Forge, the blacksmith, he had his
pony there.




Sidney Ware: No, it was mostly heather and low bushes, small bushes
- no big bushes like we have today.

COLESHILL COMMON.

Mrs. May: When we used to live in the Barracks every house in
the ten cottages had just one cold water tap and we all used to have
a clothes line on the commen for cur washing to be hung cn. The lady
who used to live in the 0ld Parsonage, she had about four or five
silver birches put up with a fence round to hide the washing. We
only paid 5 shillings a week then. It was a lot of money in those
days; anyway we had a lovely childhood.

Question: Is the well still there.

Mr. Pusey: Yes, it is still there.

Dr. Helps: I was going to ask you about Jacob's Well.

Mr. Pusey: Yes, well I think Mr. Smith is looking after it now of
course.

Mrs. Smith: Was there another well down nearer to the windmill

itself behind what is now Lea House?



Mr. Smith: Described to us as watering hole no. 8. Can you tell
me what the other seven were?

What is now Peggy Gow's house

Mr. Ware: Where Mr. Wright lives at Jubilee Cottage - there was
a well where his garage is now.

Mr. Pusey: Most of the cottages had got a well. There was one at
the top of the comon where the well was never dry. There was always
water in it. The old people who used to live in the cottages at the
bottom used to walk up there every day with a couple of buckets
before they went to work in the morning.

Sidney Ware: There was also a well outside your kitchen window Mrs.
Smith where we used to get our water with a pump when I lived there.
In my opinion it was much better than the water works water.

Mrs. Chevenix-Trench: What about the well at Windmill Farm - when
was that last working because when we came here in 1954 we tried to
work it and we could not?

Mr. Pusey: It was not working in my day but we used to draw water
out by a bucket to water the cattle but now we have got mains water.



Question: The water tower was built about 1912. Do you remember
when the water tower at the corner of Tower Road and the Main Road
was built?

Mr. Pusey: Some where about 1912.

Question: Jeffrey Morris' father worked on it, building it in
1912; so do you remember that?

Mr. Pusey: Yes, I remember that.

Dr. Helps: To supply water to Coleshill House wasn't it - the

‘Wetherbys and Forge House.

Mr., Pusey: Oh no, it was because they had not got enough pressure
in Beaconsfield - still essential today.

Dr. Helps: There were a great many wells in Coleshill. Why was
the well opposite you called Jacobs Well?

Mr. Pusey: In the meadow in front of, we used to call it the
Rosary there was a stream that has always run and I still think it
does today. We used to just stick a pipe in the back and it used to
water all the cabbages.

Question: I think there was a well in the cricket field as well
wasn't there?

Mr. Pusey: There was.

Question: Iet me just ask Mr. Pusey about Chapel and Church

because there was a Baptist Chapel. How long did they survive?
Mr. Pusey: The lady can tell you better than I can.

Mrs. Edwards: The Chapel was older than the Church but the Chapel
was closed about 15 years ago.

Dr. Helps: Somebody told me that it was Winchmore Hill Church
that was originally a Chapel. The little church at Winchmore Hill my
grandmother and great aunt bought it from the Chapel people to turn
it into a Church of England Church for a few bob I think.

Question: When somebody was talking about Sunday School, was
that run by the Church or run by the Chapel?

Mr. Pusey: There were two Sunday Schools. The Church had one and

the Chapel had ocne. We used to go up to the Church and the Chapel
pecple went the other way into the Chapel.

Mrs. Edwards: All friends together.

Mr. Pusey: I used to love to go to the Chapel all that singing,
very beautiful singing and the pews were full every Sunday.



Question: What time did the services start?

Sidney Ware: In the Church we had an 8 o'clcock service, an 11
o'clock service, afternoon Sunday School and a 6 o'clock service in
the evening. The choirboys had to attend each service and we had to
go every Thursday night to choir practice and if you did not go the
Schoolmaster was also the organist and Choirmaster and we had to have
a good excuse on the Monday morning in school if we were not in the
choir on Sunday.

Question: How many people were in the choir?

Sidney Ware: We had upwards of 30 in the choir then. The two front
seats of the congregation as now on either side were both occupied by
the choir ladies and small boys. The ladies choir were not robed in
those days.

The Merry Thoughts 1926

Mr. Pusey: But they were in my day. They had Little Red
Ridinghood Cloaks. They had a very good choir then, the Schoolmaster
and the organist and we had a lot of practice, we used to sing quite
a lot of anthems. We sang the Messiah and The Crucifixion. Mrs.

Stoner came too and said it was the best she had ever heard it sung
out of London.



Question: In what year did Mr. Stubbings cease to be the
Headmaster of the school and the organist at the Church?

Mrs. Edwards: I think Mr. Stubbings left in 1932 because I was at
school the last year he was there and then Mr. Young came to be
Headmaster.

Question: I know about Mr. Stubbings because he lived close to
me at Springfield Cottage. I can remember in 1955, Mr. Stubbings
held an exhibition here at the hut which was on this site, of water
colours and his pastels and he sold the lot at 3 guineas a time and
he was in his 80s and then about two months later he died. I thought
this a very satisfactory end, having been in the village since about
1903 or something.

Mr. Pﬁséy: I went to school in 1912 and he was there then. He
was a Sussex man.

Question: Yes, he came down from ILondon about 1903 or 1905. He
did these excellent water colours, pastels of the surrounding

countryside; he went on doing it until he was 82 or 83; he soldiered
on - and then died.

Mr. Valentine: On a different subject, where did people shop in those
days? There was a shop here, was there?

Mr. Pusey: Yes, not the ones that you have here now.

Mr. Valentine: What did it sell?

Mr. Pusey: Everything. That was more or less the main shop and
then there was an old lady named Turner, Kitty Turner who had a shop.

Mrs. Edwards: It is where Glebe House is now.

Mr. Pusey: Behind the row of cottages and she used to sell
paraffin and sweets.




Mr. Pusey: We could get anything really in the village, the
butcher used to call; the baker used to call; the fishmonger used to
call once a week,

Question: What was the pub like?
Mr. Pusey: Nice.

Mrs. Edwards: I lived next door.

Mr. Urry: Was there another public house in the village?

Mrs. FEdwards: Yes, where Mr. and Mrs. McNeilly now live, Forge
House, that was The Fluer de Lys.

Mr. Sadler: When did that cease to be a pub?

Mrs. Edwards: I cammot remember, it was a long time ago = in the
1940s T would think.

Mr. Ware: Also many years ago there were various old pubs in the
village too. We were talking about Kitty Turner's shop, it has since
been pulled down, it was at the back where Glebe House now stands.
There were two houses, semi-detached facing the common and a little
tiny cottage behind them. I understand at one time, the two houses

were two pubs, The Black Horse and The White Horse. That was many
years ago.

LION, COLESHILL!
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Mr. Sadler: Did you go into Amersham?



